In design circles, an energy law
sparks anxiety and stockpiling.

By PENELOPE GREEN

UNNY WILLIAMS, the no-nonsense deco-
rator known for her lush English-style
rooms, is laying in light bulbs like canned
goods. Incandescent bulbs, that is — 60
and 75 watters — because she likes a dou-
ble-cluster lamp with a high- and a low-
watt bulb, one for reading, one for mood.

“Every time I go to Costco, I buy more wattage,”
Ms. Williams said the other day. She is as green as any-
body, she added, but she can’t abide the sickly hue of a
twisty compact fluorescent bulb, though she’s tried
warming it up with shade liners in creams and pinks.
Nor does she care for the cool blue of an LED.

It should be noted that, like most decorators, Ms.
Williams is extremely precise about light. The other
day, she reported, she spent six hours fine-tuning the
lighting plan of a project, tweaking the mix of ambient,
directional and overhead light she had designed, and
returning to the house after dusk to add wattage and
switch out lamps like a chef adjusting the flavors in a
complicated bouillabaisse.

She is aware that there is legislation that is going
to affect the manufacture of incandescent bulbs, but
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JusT IN case Darren Henault, a New York dec-
orator, is stockpiling silver-bottomed bulbs.

she’s not clear on the details, and she wants to make
sure she has what she needs when she needs it.

So does John Warner, a restaurateur in Washing-
ton, D.C., whose new bistro, Le Zinc, will open next
month on Wisconsin Avenue. He has signed a 15-year

“lease on-the. place; which is layered in.warm woods,

with lots of art and photographs and 50 light fixtures,
16 of them designed to hold a 40-watt Soft White GE in-
candescent bulb. By estimating that his lights will be
on for 15 hours a day, and factoring in the package’s
promise of a 2,000-hour life span per bulb, Mr. Warner
has calculated that he will need 600 of these bulbs to
last through his lease.

“I have a light-enough carbon footprint in the oth-
er aspects of the design,” he said, “so 1 can allowmy-
self a lighting splurge.”

Darren Henault, a Manhattan decorator, has al-
ready splurged on light fixtures in his Millbrook, N.Y.,
farmhouse, which dates from the early 19th century,
and he is fearful that the bulbs sold in the future won’t
be up to snuff.

“We went to great pains to keep it looking like an
1800s farmhouse,” he said. “We used reclaimed woods,
kept the old hardware and the old doors.” He also add-
ed a dozen custom light fixtures, he said, including
“one in particular that cost an arm and a leg, and only
works with these particular incandescent bulbs.”

He has filled the basement with antique-style Edi-
son bulbs — the clear bulbs with the fuzzy filaments
that restaurant designers are so fond of — as well as
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BULB LOVERS Bryan Batt,
the actor and decorator,
above, isn’t stockpiling in-
candescents, but he does
travel with a four-pack of
60-watt bulbs to replace
the ones in his hotel
rooms. “I look better in 60
watts,” he said. Ann Pyne,
far right, cleared a storage
room in anticipation of
bulb buying and was in-
trigued to find the fruits of
previous stockpiling epi-
sodes, including toys and
10 boxes of hazmat suits,
bought after 9/11. Darren
Henault, near right, with
his favorite light fixture.

From Page 1, This Section

silver-bottomed incandescent bulbs, which throw
light on the ceiling in an appealing way, both of
which he buys in bulk at Gracious Home. (The for-
mer cost $19 each; Gracious Home is no Costco.)

“My electrician said they were being phased
out,” he said. “If he’s wrong, I'm going to kill him.”

As it happens, Mr. Henault’s electrician is
wrong.

Late in his second term, George W. Bush signed
into law the Energy Independence and Security
Act of 2007, which requires light bulb makers to im-
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if no one was paying attention.

Last week, for example, in the middle of Light-
fair, an annual trade show for the lighting industry,
Philips unveiled a winged LED bulb with a prom-
ised life span of 25,000 hours and a price tag of $40
to §50. The Associated Press reported its cost as
$50, and Fox News ran the story with the headline
“As Government Bans Regular Light Bulbs, LED
Replacements Will Cost $50 Each.” Mr. Beck, Rush
Limbaugh and conservative bloggers around the
country gleefully pounced on the story, once again
urging the stockpiling of light bulbs.

Joseph Higbee, a spokesman for the electrical
offered his take on the

prove the efficiency of bulbs by 25
percent. The details of the law dictated a phase-out
of the manufacture of certain bulbs in their current
incarnation, starting with 100-watt bulbs next Jan-
uary.

The law does not ban the use or manufacture of
all incandescent bulbs, nor does it mandate the use
of compact fluorescent ones. It simply requires
that companies make some of their incandescent
bulbs work a bit better, meeting a series of rolling
deadlines between 2012 and 2014.

Furthermore, all sorts of exemptions are written
into the law, which means that all sorts of bulbs are
getting a free pass and can keep their energy-
guzzling ways  indefinitely, including “specialty
bulbs” like the Edison bulbs favored by Mr.
Henault, as well as three-way bulbs, silver-bot-
tomed bulbs, chandelier bulbs, relrxgeramr bulbs,
plant lights and many, many othe;

Nonetheless, as the deadline for the first phase
of the legislation looms, light bulb confusion —
even profound light bulb anxiety — is roiling the
‘minds of many. The other day, Ken Henderlong, a
sales associate at Oriental Lamp Shade Company
on Lexington Avenue, said that his customers “say
they want to stockpile incandescent bulbs, but they
are not sure when to start. No one knows when the
rules go into effect or what the rules are.”

Probably this is because articles about light bulb
legislation are incredibly boring, and articles about
the end of the light bulb as we know it are less so.
Certainly they stick in the mind longer.

For years, Glenn Beck, among other conserva-
tive pundits and personalities, has proclaimed the
death of the incandescent light bulb as a casualty
of the “nanny state” (never mind that the light
bulb legislation is a Bush-era act), and he has been
exhorting his listeners to hoard 100-watt light
bulbs (along with gold and canned food). This year,
conservative politicians took a leaf from his play-
book, introducing bills like the Light Bulb Freedom
of Choice Act, courtesy of Michele Bachmann, the
Minnesota congresswoman, that would repeal the
2007 legislation.

The hubbub has been deeply irritating to light
bulb manufacturers and retailers, who have been
explaining the law, over and over again, to whom-
ever will listen. At a Congressional hearing in
March, Kyle Pitsor, a representative from the Na-
tional Electrical Manufacturers Association, a
trade group that represents makers of light bulbs,
among others, patiently but clearly disputed
claims that the law banned incandescent bulbs. He
restated the law’s points and averred light bulb
makers’ support for the law. As usual, it seemed as

situation: “Unfortunately people do not yet un-

Fans of the look of
old-fashioned bulbs have no
love for their twisted sisters.

derstand this lighting transition, and mistakenly
think they won’t be able to buy incandescent light
bulbs. This misinformation has been promoted by
a number of media outlets. Incandescent light
bulbs are not being banned, and the new federal
energy-efficiency standards for light bulbs do not
mandate the use of CFLS. My hope is that the me-
dia can help the American people understand the
energy-efficient lighting options available, as op-
posed to furthering misconceptions.”

Spurious trend stories do tend to affect behavior.
Indeed, Tom Scheerer, a decorator who lives in
New York and Paris, which is two years into its in-
candescent phase-out, was incited to buy a car-
trunk full of GE Soft White 100-watt bulbs from a
True Value hardware store in Sag Harbor a few
weeks ago, when this reporter asked him if he was
stockpiling.

“Already in France, I can't get a pink bulb” he
said.

Other hoarders are hiding their behavior. David
Brooks, who owns Just Bulbs on East 60th Street,
said he has a customer in Tennessee who s buying
up 60- and 100-watt Soft Pink incandescent bulbs
from GE and Sylvania for her three houses. Initi
1y, she ordered 432 bulbs for each house, he said.
Then she ordered another 1,000.

Mr. Brooks said she doesn’t want her husband to
find out, and that she wouldn’t agree to speak to
this reporter. The last order is destined, he said,
“for a friend’s house that she is helping to redeco-
rate in Alabama. She doesn't want anyone to know
her source.”

Bryan Batt, the actor and decorator from New
Orleans, is not stockpiling, exactly, but he does
travel with several four-packs of 60-watt incan-
descents so he can switch out the bulbs in hotel
rooms.

“Ilook better in 60 watts,” he said.

Mr. Batt, who played Sal Romano on “Mad Men,”
has a new book, “Big, Easy Style: Creating Rooms
You Love to Live In,” out in October, in which he
urges readers to put all their lamps on dimmers.

“After a certain age, as far as I'm concerned, it's
“Dim all the lights, sweet darling” But make them
incandescent,” he said. “For my next birthday, I
might get a case of light bulbs. Here’s an idea: For
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THE BULB MAN David Brooks, of Just Bulbs in Manhattan, has a customer who is secretly or-
dering thousands of incandescent bulbs. “She doesn’t want her husband to know,” he said.
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ahostess gift, instead of showing up with a bottle of
‘wine, bring a case of light bulbs.”

NE weekend recently, Ann Pyne, a
principal at McMillen Inc., the 87~
year-old decorating firm, cleared
out a storage room in her Park Av
enue apartment in anticipation of
bulb-buying (mostly 60-watt in-
candescents).

She was fascinated by what she found there be-,
cause she had forgotten about amassing it in the
first place: toddler-appropriate  Christmas
presents for her two children, now 28 and 30; cel-
lophane containers of floppy discs; 10 boxes of her
book, a collection of icy and affecting short stories- .-
called “In the Form of a Person,” published in 1992«
and 10 boxes of white hazmat suits with masks that-_-
she ordered online after 9/11, along with two cov-
ers and a breathing apparatus for her dogs’ cages. -

Her excavation prompted a reverie. “I guess thig, +
shines some light (pun just popped out) on the =
bulb-hoarding,” she wrote in an e-mail. “There aré «
probably some people who feel safe just knowing: =
they ‘have’ the things, and move on after that.”

She added: “Not all share my point of view. L
keep thinking of my CFL friend who prosexyuzed >
so energetically and filled his house with them, but:
whose wife compensated by using so many can-
dles — and turning off all the nauseous-looking
bulbs. Is he a light-bulb liberal?”

One thing is true: it’s a good moment to be in the
light bulb business. Big-box stores like Home De~
pot are selling more bulbs because they have more
to sell: incandescents are up “in double digits over
last year,” said Brad Paulsen, the company’s light
bulb buyer. >4

But 50 are compact fluorescents, he said: “Peo”
ple are moving to different product types at a high-
errate than I anticipated.

Even so, he noted: “I Imdersmnd that four out of*
five people still don’t know about the regulations,
The ones that do, you're going to get reactions
across the spectrum. Folks that think it’s a good,
thing in order to save money and energy. Others»~
who have an affection for incandescents are a little”
disappointed.” A

‘You wonder why there will be disappointment lf -
light bulb makers are selling a new, improved in:
candescent. >

Mr. Pitsor, the National Electrical Manufactur=2
ers Association representative, was asked whal
the incandescent substitute for a typical 100-wat
bulb would be, and he described a 72-watt equiv-
alent. The reason most Americans won't find it on
the shelves this week, he said, is that most ship-
ments went to California, which has bulb legisla-
tion that kicked in a year earlier than the federal
regulations. Starting next month, he said, the new «
bulbs will be on shelves everywhere.

The reporter tried out one of the new, more effi-
cient incandescent bulbs (the Philips Eco-Advan-
tage in Soft White, which will sell for $2.97 for a
two-pack) and liked it. And yet, on a recent week-
day, when the bulb section of Home Depot’s Man-
hattan store was empty of customers, she plucked
two six-packs of old-style 75-watt GE Soft White
Bulbs ($3.47 each) and stuck them in her basket.

It can’t hurt to set aside a few packages.




