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Three generations of interior
design flair inform the NewYork apartment
of Elizabeth Pyne, ablv assisted by her mother, Ann

I'vne, and grandmother Betty Sherrill. both of MeMdillen, Ine,
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that Berty Sherrill calls "very snappy™ and thar
tumed on Elizabeth’s making important decisions
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would take away from its authentic feel,” savs
Flizabeth, who alzo wook & d 4 ofl tromm her :-::-I'-
in the ald maseers deparoment an Sotheby's to go
o a shoppang bliee with her mother

The entry 1% w0 diminative thar Ann Pyne out
amarhle top for a rusted planeer o create a table
narrow enough for safe passage. “[t's the cooles
thing that my mother did,” Elizabeth says, As
for thar crisp fabric, an Oshorne & Lintle design
with black burterilies and red pompon flowers,
it unspocled onto the dining room walls. Girly
Yl 'H.|||'||'| sticated, it sets the tone for an ACTCSLANE
aparement that is, above all, a very happy place.
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oatloads™ of things failed the Elizabeth vest,

her mother savs. A pair of curtosity elephants
aftered by Berry Sherrill adom the living roam
mantcl. Above the sofa— found on that whirl

‘ l’h!‘ Eﬁ' ! wind day of shopping—is a Paul Maze pamting
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A young woman in her first apartment.

A year of bare-hones occupancy while she  Elralel

buckles down at work. Then, a one-two punch
her mother, a well-known interior designer at
MeMillen, Inc., and her grandmaother, a design
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What's a gir to do? Surrender her someday
vision of the sun-filled apartment? Mo, sifrec
Elizabeth Pyne considered the crisp bleack-and
white fabric that her mother, Ann Pyne, had
draped ower a door to evoke how it would look
as currains, and said something like: “Heow abour
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apartment, Alfred Stigglnee and Marias de Zavas photogravanes, mifts from mothe

tor clanghter, add eo the lvang room mix. “When | geaduaced from Trinacy, 1 was
interested in the American modern movement,” Elizabeth says, “and my mother
wanted me to have something thae actually symbolized my academic invereses.”
[he diming room feanires a Mathiew Matégor bench and table topped with
glass, surrounded by four Bendé-Lucien Prow chaies with spoteed pring fabric. In
works for takeout or for dinner partics. Always she uses the whine plases with the
leopand prine border borrowed from her grandmother and not ver requmed
Elizabeth selecred a prinocss high bed, for the storage space underneath, and
decided agamse formal bed coverings of curtains. Tiles by the American Acsthetic
artist William De Morgan, one honosing Berry Sheerill, hang above the bed.
Wallpaper patterncd with cosal branches appeared. Ann Pyme worried absout i
being voo busy. As with other elements of the apartme nr char sparked debare, she
listened o her daugheer ° 1 loved workang wach ey mothers,” Elizabseth savs, “5he's
s passionate alseut makiong semethimg you'll like.” The am of listening might be
nceture aof murtuee. Beety Sheorill recalls thae Eleanor MeMillen-Brosn, the fouande
of Sehalben, “tamghe me pever to talk a client o anything— never”™ Whichever
siart the indleence, Elizalseth reaps the benefies. Every morning she wakes up, soes
the wallpaper, and ehinks, *(osdh, thas is w0 pretve [ can't wait vo starn the day”

Elirabeth Blish Hughes i a wriber based in San Francizee and New Yark Cily
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