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IN THE FORM OF A STORY: A COLLECTION OF NINETEENT]

f

BY MARTIN LEVY

he European and American decorative arts discussed bere, dating from
E‘- the second half of the nineteenth century, encapsulate many of the themes

and influences that can be identified as tvpical of the penod. Fﬁw:ip.‘l.”:.' housed
n Southampton, New York, the collection represents works by many of the lead-
ing manulacturers and designers on both sides of the Atlantic. While the furniture
and works of art are very much lived with, the impression is hrmiy one of passson

overruling practicality. Although Ann Pyne, a decomtor. teacher, and writer) is her
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guide and he has forged beneficial friendships with schol

and dealers active in her helds of interest.

EI!'II‘:_'.'[L"“I'I.E is this collection’s leitmativ, not surprisingly given Pynes literary inter-
ests. Sometimes the obyects illustrate particular aspects of nineteenth-century decora-
tive arts history, while on other occasions they literally tell stories. Each element in

the collection, however minor it might seem, has been acquired with a purpose. Far

i:":l;.'ll'l'lr:ltl."', the three modest II'.JII-ht:I.'I'-II:I';I‘II.L'rI tilez 1n ]:EEHW 6 are representative

Farteg juipes Fiz. 1. The aesthetic parler i the hegis i Senily
IR Mirw Yosrde, Cralw jelwaroprayadin aew P Cearvin Dnimuentiy,
il of riles af oreiiee

Fig. 2. The Litile Mermadd, sevfion of mia tibes shsigriml ||l_r Trmry
Flolllay § 1 B33 = 149377 el o by Sllistoen, Flasllins s Cosmps-
m: Sioke-on-Trenl, Englal, o 1E7I

g L Seven Ages of AMan series of sevwen ik, perbeps deslgre©d
Ty " Missiin,” isuadle by Ainion, Stodor-nne-Trend, o 1RBO,

This pape Flg. 4. A o il ik italis rmwn fm the bam b
Sumathbeurnpio,



of o whiode class of narrstive tile panels created

chering the perdod. Telling the well-nown take
of Litthe Bed Biding Hoodl, pogmalarized in the
mineteenth cemiury by the brothers Grimm
onie can imeeine the coutionary el Tect the tiles
had in o Victorian child s marsery, Their msonn
chevmat e codoring sckds severioy o the haundinge
whimy. Slanudsiciue |"1|. v 'l.".l'l.!l".u.l:nl. thi gl
WETE I l:'l.,l!'\:'. .||,'\-..;I'n\, l,| by The LS _'I|:||'-I|_ I|||_'
T s st dlirector Fevwm 1878 1o 189S

] |5..-|'. o b n |'|,..'-a. !'l.'l. T ihie :'q.'.'ll'l ,l\.|||,| 'H.ln.,l
ol the lamily's house in Southampaon, which
wais buib i 1873 and remained inothe hands of
desoemcdkannts of the [irst cavncrs untl] the 1980,
e panesenit cusaoc i were ths adsbe 1o nestone
et dietad e, setting the stape lor the seres of
loarr infcroonnecting parack:  rooares o e
groumd floor, These are broadly concened 1o
reflect the sories of Amwerican roooeos o sil,
American acsilebicism. American clssicsm
¢ e,
Thi ¢ III|IJ|.|.'\-:i'H.- & 1 i fvar ||'.'.'\.!I|'|,|.a||_1_ 1HIN IS, 110

angl other revivals of th

X I'i."l'.-\.|. Ol ISR TS § I|I|||'| :| 11! |_|-_'-«.|!:_|'||_:'-«.
There ane, low instmnee, i fewer than six pleces
by the M Work cobinectmaking irm ol Kimbel
and Cabus (1863-1882) ncluding eaunples ol
jits well-known “Modern Gathic”™ Turmiture? A
watlnuit side cabinest e barm adjscent (o the
s {5 Fige. 4, e, canbwel Bshand with b st
by aumild st with ke by Minton Hollins and
Loy, oo '\-[:1.'II||‘\- 1w o reoonthed i the
allmirmes ol pholograpbes of the lirms prodhction
rem i Ehee library o il Cooper-Hiowitt, Mutional
=iy Wamscnm in Mew Yook Cipe™
lsewhere in r'!:._- ."Hlll--"'.\.ll|||'llll|| ||-'|||Iq,'
and in the collecior’s Mew York Clry
apartment are twe bess famillar and
previely unpuldished sorks by Kim
el and Cabus
(1% aguuriment Gooe Fig. 16, on thee right) angd an

a Gothde revival side chair in

st bt sevke Gagere in the ssthetic paror in
:""-'llllll.l:lli"'.l'\-l [ETC ol T |_' Thay fiowe O "-""-i""“-"
o phedocgmaphs in the company’s albums in e
Cowper-Hewitn,

Commumeniary on Bimibe] ansd Codwe fmariaby
drews atbention e considerabde influence on
the firms cudpmil by English publications such
as Bruce James Talbert's Gotfue Forray Appdred
do Frorvitieene, Meral Wk moad Deermmtion feor Do
rereiine Prorpesies (Bar mimgrhoam 1867 1° Femwawer
closer consiceration of the pholesraphs ot the
Looper- Hewitl suppests considerabde continey-

1aid III!IIIl o .I.Il.l-\. 1% i'..|||_||'\.. U @i

Fig. % The revtvals parlor with o view inbi the -

YRR ([ fmr i S mtl-..-||.1F||-.|\_

Fi. &, Lagle sl Biding Hood, iile serdes made |!:|
Wl v s, with tlse |.||.'l|.iHr| aliribmted i Thoas
s Allem { 1HX=1918E il ari disecior ai ke T
Fromm 1RTR o 1598

(g

&
L

thain Amaoa, o Amthony, Kimsbael {1322-1895)
Ervarvidorstod from Malng, Gormany, and Meyaly
Cabwas (824180980 From France

The Cimbiic sicde cldr on the righ in Figure
16 1% s recolesd ol r_.r.,'llll._|lu "'.g.'l_h'l'.'l'.h s I|||
l.!I'Ii'\-||||IIHI{'\.|l'~| |1'|'.,'|l||||.l.1.|-\,'l..|lrl|_'||_'|.'\..|I|I.|.
gil-metnl doos (see Fie 11 a clearly Aneol -l -
nesque inspined object, nepresents a branch ol
fumiiure in the orenial i2se ofien poored in
scvoninls of the Rrm's |'-|la|l.:-.||- i, The gille =

i RO an e ek, |1||*-||||'..|H-. | Ko iami-

bl avinad Cabwis. On 1ha Charde mne vaises i ilwe
acslbetic e by Ot sncd Brewer and @1 [auir o
Minton fish vases, The walcreolors arecnd ilse
Eapire inchade o View af Fesndns by Chardes
Corvl Cobermuan (1840-1928). Tor the igha of the
Hagire, alse the mdiator, is o cermmic panel
b Willlam Stephen Colemnen entitked Regle
ireg Noade owr Termee, and works by William De
Morpnn (1R39-191T71 The brass hireplace sur
ronn was mamuiiacired by Bammaord, Bishsop

and Barmards [romm o desion by Thomas leckyll
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T (R 3-0893) of MNewark, Now Jersev, On the
Grerman=inspined Kimbel and Cabus writlng
|.1||'|».,'.I s o stusdv off abonnt 1572 by Bl Viedddcs
{1B36=1923) for TTe Erean Soroones. Undier
I1!i_"|_.|.-l|| i ITS I'.,|| ||.|.I|:_'|||:; shell o :I‘H'il.:l‘ll &
a painting of Trinity Church in Stratfond-on-
Mo doded 1855 anad sipened by Sandoed Rioh
in=i Gifloed (1823 -18800, The moooons parkos
eyl ihe curtpin inchicles Burmiiare by sach
well-knervn Nesy York makers as John Henry
Beelier (1804 <1863) mnd the Mocks lirm
o 1| fim :!.lhvl nxl I T, -,:L_'hl: i} wl sIy h_'\-
henae croeesed bordhers o e conl
s in U sweake of trade
military conguests, and
(s ||Ilt'1l| MATuEes Limiil thi e i e
teenith cemtury, the most distinguished
surviving artid ncts mppenr o hose been
cricaiod |1r1|-.'.'.1.l.!|-. o rerval onpahiokds
oo Lhe sirstncrney. While privale potimn
ape anc major public and corpori
commissions remained sienilican
chu il el | W Tl I i g LT 1._: i THERS
il the keading British dedpners amd
anchifects '\.l.-'\-l‘i-.u'|_| for manubnciuers
disseminaing lashionable designs 1o
a widler ¢ |:|-_|r|-||- 11 .I l..lllll'llq.-"! of this

Intter catepiry in Lhe codlection under

|||_|

oomsiclerntion inchide fuormigure and obiects de
il bey Geoomrgee Jocks (185519320 for Moeris
and Company,™ Bruce 1. Talbert (1838-1881)
ancd H. W, Batley (18461932} for Gilkowy, mnd
light fintings by William Arthur Snalth Benson
(1854149240

Juasd as the Grent Fire of London (1666) amnd
ihe Revocmibon of the Edict of Manges (1685]
lead 80 influix Gmte England of designers and
graftsmen Imom Frmnce nndd elsewhene on the
Contiment, so upheavals during the nineteenth
cerury, such os the 1848 meolutions and the
18701871 Framoo-Prosston War, boought abou

thee imvgrathon of Franch and German designers
anel mamabactuners o Enpland and the United
Seates. Thus, furndture manufooemed in New
Yok Ciiy by Hierier Bt hers (1 BA5
times sheeas the influence of design during the
rube of Mapaleon 111 {r. 1852-1870),1°

With ||'\q,'-.|;|..|-|_"l.pc.|l:l«:|. oo miclclbe-clnss de-

15HI5 Y s

muned 15 o resud of the wealth creatixd by the
|ru_|||-{: |.|| I l'|.|l|-|u-. thie Lll.-\-! [asdims becaime
e widely disseminoted tlean they had boen
during the preceding centuries. Nowly pros
perois idvestdalsts amd mamilfacturers lad
.|1.||].|h||' i |'|||'I|'|'-|'.| ol |'I|I|.||'-. .|:‘|'.I.'\-'I'|!' thirrm
on appropriate furnishings o
e their neswfound staius '#
W eE

ard Turnishing trades, as well

'.lu' ..|||'|||_'||||.|LII|"

Fig: 7. A bepdrooam in the ham

af Southampion with cormmi
plapees deploiing the Seven Ages
off Man Friem Shalespeane's Ad Y
Like i, dlosigmaed by Hemary Siacy
Sarks (1 A2F-159R) and mude by

Simion, ¢, 1877,

Fig. & The bei soene al the Seovwen
Aprs ol Glan alesbpne] by Marks

e Fige. Th
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Plgz- 9. Cermmic romndel
dlesigned and msde by
Dandel Cogiler (1838 -
1891 ) London, . 1875 In-
seribedd with = verse Friem
Shabespeare’s uoh Ado
Ay N,

Fig. 10, Diustration from
Thisdore Deck, La Falomwoe
{Paris, 1887]), Fig. 111,

Flg. 11. Cernmilc roumslel
entitled Krckletwmes, de-
signed by Joseph Victor
Banvier | |EX2-1E96) and
made by Thidore Deck
[IREA-1891 ), Parki, c. 1847,




s marmafacturers of sihver, ceramics, glass, and
textahes, musle wse of treatses and pottom books
prochuced by architecs and others with an in
lonmmed apprecudion for the detinls of destan
curliumes. " Such publications, teeetber with th
serics of indermatsomal exhibitions that followed
the Goeat (Crvstal Palace) Exhibition al 1851 in
Lowchor, imoremsexd the spovd vt whiich desiapmns
trevvekes] Troom connry (o Covmir

A specific exmmipde of desirns Do one coum
Iy RTINS arnilizr in _||'u|||. 1= .|| Ll
sirmbel by idse wourks o e cabinetmakinge 1
ol Ldwirsaon amd Yoo !"._'.l.ll ch had wowrkshogs
im thi Spandon amd Mogihil scctions of Herdi

wnd oaslets in Lomdon. Saint Petersbore, and

Bertin The abde shawen vmcher the windkioaw |
Fiunre 4. imeiche by i s Yooodw, sl
Fruw R R ':-_.\,I. I ST |I|||:|.l| wlicnee e el
Ehrrd el e srsid e bocateots of 1k Figrmis <ls i
bt theragh this paicular models expossine ol

I i B
[ Tl " |'.|_- il I uvcrselle 1@ Pars

Much nineteenth-comury pasnting and
scilpture hiews stromg strands of relgiss
timentsl, missdesmge, o ;.'.I.-i'. LUNTIETIE, W0 Ly
ceramics of the wl, (Rl |..' I Lhe | |- "
m this wigleranging collectiomn, Pyne boas fillad
haer hotses with objects strons 1n ssch o
tive ol lussons,

Soorviglling on o pranl scade is represenged s

10 RN NN | % O COTINTIR ITRERRLIES sl

Fig. 1L % mowwrs i\ ihee laowm b Ssimmhasngion. Thee

cabinel. meube by llerts Bosthers (mmadogd |BTXE S
Yok Cliw, & 1BES disgilayw Woivesler vass 6 il Tage
amesr (asie. The palr of skle chalrs hone $inton @ik

| ris jr Chale ok,

Fig. 15, Alwalwany o Bsow, oomumic meaguethe o
wigned by Gaeorpe Tivworth (184319180 prill munle by

Desaliom, Lonchion, ¢, 1877

Fie 14, Deovid o] Geoliath, ovraemnie ivuspictle desigsnad

I Theraoarale il musibe Ivc Dhoisson. o 185577,
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.|Jll||'r' a shell i ]'|:_-|.|_||_- 4 whilch was creaded
by Gevape Tinwenth for the Guands' Chapel in
Hirdeage Walk, London, Made by Denalion (e
Rowal Dhonabiean), these saventeen sermicireular
ceramie sktches Bxieen of which were finally
used in the chapel) are all that are known o
rermusin ol the original tweniv-cighi. The cha-
pod el was destroved, and only 1w of the
wrimipue b ;'\.II1|'|'- stirvave (in e Nusewm ol
the Army Chaplainey, Bagshol, Surrevh. The
riosguiciies repaesent storkes from boals the Okd
and New Testaments 2 Typically for Tinworth
whi '|n.|||'n'1| uliom in 1566 ns artistic dineg-
poar, emch seene is imbied winh siriking vitality,
amd thie s are worked oo fo respoad 10
ther semmicircuilar Broome In Tewvid angd Golcuh
(Fig. 14) drumatic effect is oreated by extending
the beads of the principsi fgaies bevond the
boghers ol the havme, Timsorth's sensiivity o
Abrmlrun’s pnsnishod owulionoe s demersried
in Abrmbaum and Ismoe (Fige 135

The Sevenn Ages o Man designed by Heney
Stacy Marks s perhaps one of the best-known
nincteenth-century navrmadive lile series {seo
Fig. T1. Based on the famwas “All the workis a
stipge” speech from Shakespeane's As b Like
I each e retliscis mankind's o
from "the intom, Mewling and
puking” 1o the

Lt Soed oy -..rll.

Tlaer eriefs pliey serpge eversdfadd
fifory:

.I'l. lJ;. [ ||.-r.|I i J.j.'. |'_'l.|'|;;.:'-n. _:;-_:.j'
e dalf T

sans jewrly, seves e, wrs fnshe

snes caerviinin e Fle 5

The seven panels were prochuced
b Minton in thear Art Policry Sin
harks
oiginalby crvated laese poneks for
the painde Wi Birket Foster
(18251895 aned for Richand Gros-
vieresi* | IA25-1899), Tirst dube al

il directed b Colemian

Westminster, o1 Eaton Hall 2" The
s bt s o et o el
exhibited at the Weltmstellung in
Vienna in 1873, and formerdy in
the Minton Museum. 2 Another ol
the seven nges, “The kover, sighing
like= o Fuarmiace,” Mppwsars o g s
i e Victorin ool Al Musanim
in London?!

I the Marks panels evoke
the semtimsendality o tvpical ol
kel nincteenth-cemury narn
b peiiriling thi saumie subject s
I|:-.-|Iq'|_| ,||I-n|l|,'I|u.'| e ||g|ll|-. i

il ]'IIIrIH"l"HI"\- "\-'a."n.”"'.[""l"l'l-'\'if n h-

MARCH 20Hie

sy |!|ll.||.|q. el b M. Aduke l.l't'|l irzchithoually
sactibed 1o Marks, evidence now suggeas an
nitribution 16 “A, Mosson,™ the minme on o label
allixed to the back of o set in the Chelenliom
Art Gaillery and Mussevm, England
mong the many arists, archiiects
and designers represented inoche tike
arsd ceramic cotlection are Chrisio-
et Divessasy (1834 - 19083, Joduy Mima
Servith (18392219121, Walter Crane (1835<1915),
and Albert Mosore (1841
enl marralive ke grodups o the collection s

18530 e of the mar

the Lithe Blermaid series peimed by for afier)
Henry Hofiday on Minton, Hollins and Com
pary blanks (Fie 20 Based on the 1836 iy
ke by Hans Chedstinn Amdlersen (1805-1875),
this is the onby complete set of six tiks known
fo suarvive, Four tiles in the series, formerhy in
the Hadbe-Read Colleetion, = were inchidied
im an exchibition a1 the Willeim Morvis Gillery
in Walthamstow in 1989 It was suggested in
(e exliibsivion etk SH withonil saibestomtial
evickerce) it il “.n|||.||r.l.-Hr.'u.|uL.=~ |||:;..'|"l hem
CHCE |1|-'!-|||1|_~ﬁ| jo Lhe srchitect Willizm Baarses

] i Py o X
(1827-1881 " The original walercolor designs

by Helieho avre disploved s Standen, Wist Sus-
s, chesipned b Philip Webb (1831-1915) amd

rews & National Trust propeny. Allbough amgu-
ably il as ambitious, Holidoy's Litke Mermaid
series is in the same painterly tradition s the
Mesrris, Sarslusl] Faulkinse .'I.IH,I Oy HTTHAITY tik=
disigned by William Maorris (1834—18%6) and
Edward Coley Burne-Jones (1833-1898), such
w5 Sleeping Beany™

The Glasgenv-lvnm desismer Dankel Cottier
like muarey of libs o 1:I|||,'I|'|p'|ur WS, WS achive in
variones mediims: stained gloss, furmiture, and
ceramics, He also had & thriving international
decorating business thm eventually included
olfaces in Lonckon, MNew Yok, Melbourme, and
Svdney, Thus, Cotticr was a direct conduit fo
transmuitiing the kntest English Bashions io the
Uit Stistes and bevond, Pyres Southampoion
howse iz o Eabwelod Cottier commic roundd in
thi full-Bawwn mesthetic iaste (Fie 93 Benesth
the souliul ligure is the inscription "Sigh no
e lackies, skh po o™ 1||h'n."il'u|l.|.m|'h,'.'|n_-':.
Mueh Ado Al Newling

T ebsonized and |l..'ll'-'-l=.'l-.--.i.ﬂ.-.l|'.1lr|.|. catli-
il seen o Figure 16, apparently of English
it miav beve been RN toed by the
Uniited States by Cottier. Intnguingly, the only
v knwswn cxmplies of ihis mmodel hayve come
ey Dhgeht dos Morth America,™ although comga-
by decomted cabsinets of o dil-
leremt design hove been identified
i1 Emrlamsd. The Bz decoemstion
ot e cabiret hastrated bere rep-
resents Famse, Fortune, Love, and
Dicath
in based om identically desigrned

The attrilmatkon do Cotiler

sipined-phss windows of Fame,
Fortune, and Love s Coirndbag
Homese in Helevedwirgh, Sootlamsd,
which Cottier is knowmn 1o hoe
desipnied. =

Durdrsr the Lo thivd of the nime-
ieenth cenury, the inste for ariisi-
pairted mrrative decorntion on
COTIIMICS s |'|u|!|l”'.|1' bath iy e
Umiten] Seates mncd b Evnope. Dnilhe
Umiied Sizbes aritsis such ax Win
sk Hommer (18361910, Frederick
Dt man (1847=1935), ond Arilnr
Ok (IR0 18256 all En whiced

Fig. 15 The formal dining meam in
ithe Southamplon s, The table 1=
sl with silver Ia ihe nestheiks Bsie
made by the Gorham Mamdaoiuriisg
Cosmpaany, Providencs, Rhade fskana;
Minton plabes; snd Worcester shell
vamis, T the swall s ."illl'l'lrl-dl J.l"«' it
Pesd, gy ol o paper by Willlam Ste-
phen Coleman (1E2%-1504], Bclony il
is o sesscapee, ofl om paperbosd, by
Willinm Trost Richards (1833-15905).
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T dowe Do ™ Ny the s v pecakiosd
TS o W W Dk swiere Fosslne Ghucl
| S50 10 oanl ,]1-11_4: Victre Raimws Ik od
'-'-I"-' UNLF L e S Lk (] i i this Col T Mo
Farmwy sl i ||||Ii:|-_‘|-|-¢..||'.|.l||.1| RELY
k] ey g sl i, o muack ke (Fae 111
s e Lol o :.ll-a:|.1!I||.||||,,||'|. aliooo. i
B || ||| eIkl lsis .||'-."|.'.||i--|: |'|_'..||_ sire il s
repen o] m his b Fay Foderioe (P, 100 This
hsasen, of which VRIS S O, D i hene
wour et ol o series oorocived arond 1567, Two
'l\.lu'\-"\.|.| ronce s, o sk 1S 41 WAEANES AU
'l"'|="I'.' .'I-|.| the ol b VIRERE i with a rnsb
i, s in Dhee codbect o o (e Musde des arts

avor s i Pars

i o bivodv orkeninli tablean
med evpicall of the collection’s sor-
|l'I§"¢ lowr Cowimics, B e b el
diepioy cobines (v o cormer of 1w
ourm ([ Fie r."'l |:'.'.|.|'.'.,, |'. N R R -_'-_-\.\_|I|p.-|| |:'\-l.
Earmws Ploodbey (153 7= 190080 amd ke b Baowal
Wionoesbor, Stomped b Flers Brod T ol P
Yok City, the cabdmet Fearunes an amalgam of
CRTTETIER 1T mgzing Do Bororssuin o Ul rese
|'.|'1|.-|.1I4.|||'||.:|-|.|.'.!.;,'-\.||-'|-_ Furmauire, Haoits
Fhrosd baers = hibsinogd o2 1l [878 Contonintal Ex
Ieshad newn i Phakouk |=||||.| aiicl a1l DAY Woomkd's
Cisizrmbian | el wonr o Clincsapan !
P ol the Hadley pilerim botthes el 1he
shin ™ il 1hee ineiimal ot e of ..r:|,_1.!.||.._|_'|_|||_.,, =

i ihetr decoration (soe Fig 12, rphd and k=

il L R s tacye o ||'|_' .H||||'..\,I L aricl

15N ik b choeciiom of Ficheand
Wollcari Bomoes (181915000

ter baogran « e Tl g
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whih o 1
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v ity Ehe wall are achings
| psdisical socines

mchiding works b Samiied Palimer
| DRI ] | W Bk (1 TS T - 12T

an] Ceeonpe Fhchammoamad 800 - | 50a)

I TLIFF M RE M TR TN, LT I

recenily Turmisdaed. inclied= o sevre
tary-brwdoc e munde = Jaines Lamnds
Bow, D e Rl el W s o o b
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